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grew with these happenings, which equipped us with a
reasonably good vocabulary of Urdu. During my graduation
days at Kurukshetra University I came across a complete Divan
of Ghalib, which was to my convenience, in Devnagari script. 1
would spend hours reading it and imagining the thought processes
that may have crossed the mind of Ghalib when he penned those
unmatched gazals, pure sublime.

In 1965, I came to Mumbai to take up my job as a scientist
in BARC, where I served for 45 years until 2010. Over the years,
I have enjoyed reading the great masters, Meer, Ghalib and Daag,
and got inspired by them. Among the more recent-Urdu poets my
favorites have been Sahir Ludhianvi, Kaifi Azmi and Majrooh
Sultanpuri. It is not common to find a scientist to write poetry,
in any language. I have, of course, enjoyed doing so and have
even drawn relaxation and solace from this activity. Writing

_ Gazals can be a passion but I have not allowed it to ingress into
my professional responsibilities. Most of these gazals have been
penned by me while traveling by road, train or by air, or while
just waiting at airport lounges, or during my morning walks.
This activity has been a rather private thing with me. Only at a
few selected occasions, [ have ventured into reciting some of my
gazals. Some close friends like Dr. PK. Mathur and Sh. R.S. Chhokra
have always encouraged my efforts, and I have phoned them up
and recited each of these gazals to them, as soon as it was
completed.

My sincere thanks go to Bharat Ratna Prof. C.N.R. Rao and
the famous gazhal maestro Sh. Pankaj Udhas for writing their
valuable comments about ‘Ehsaas’. My wife Mrs. Amar Upasana,
has been generous in keeping immense patience during my creative
pursuits over the years, for which she deserves my gratitude.
‘Ehsaas’ is the second collection of my poems. The first one
‘Izhaar’ was published in 2004. I shall always be eager to get
reactions and respose from readers of ‘Ehsaas’.

J.V. Yakhmi ‘Jayaveer”
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Message

1 have known Dr. J.V. Yakhmi for several vears, and have watched him
do good quality of research work in materials chemistry/physics at
BARC. 1 also learnt that he writes poems when he gave me his first
collection of poems, a few years ago. 1 now see the second compilation of
his poems EHSAAS. This impresses me because if while doing scientific
research, which needs creativity, one can also write good poems about
different aspects‘ of life, then it brings out the human qualities in that
scientist. | appreciate this, and send my best wishes on the occasion of
the publication of this poetry book.

-
(C.N.R. Rao)
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Message

| have met Dr. J.V. Yakhmi twice. Fram his long career at BARC, | leam that he is an
accomplished scientist. What | learnt, when | met him is that he also writes poems (mostly
ghazals on sensitive themes), and | have gone through his first collection of poems,
1ZHAAR, which he had published a few years ago. | now see the second compilaticn of
his poems -EHSAAS. A quick look at this compilation impressed me, more because one
generally does not come across somecne trying to make serious efforts in two diverse
spheres of creativity - doing, on one hand, scientific research of high order, and aiso
Irying one's hand on writing '

poetry, which demands creativity and sensitivities.

| personally appreciate the effort made by Dr. Jatinder Yakhmi, and extend my compliments
wishes on the occasion of the publication of this poetry book EHSAAS



37

T G F91 AE HI 9GP IH H A &

g o, ¥ or, 37 AT o1, I Ged 3% B Al
= 9T ¥, g T ¥, 3G T & A ggen A
o7 |1 ¥ 39 Are, T g1, 79 T gad @ A % |

¥ AT € §G A4 T A b qG AT T
IAd gerd 9 @ AW [&ET T e Wl T @
FA1 2T, 3@ T E T4, T T AT B A 2 |

T STER T BIeT A, a9 & 9 &4 F GH
wig AT @, AraT &9, Bed & gd Gl avAl
2l Wl & I g9 A &, 7G [ FH A A |

A9 Ted & a1 gUgY, Hed B & g9 1 HB
AT A BT Fel, O T § I A
T AW A F1 Ao, TG [ g B A |

T 53



54 THH

38

AT & 1 § °, Brer A1 o g A

F g9 1 74 A, a6 B Tedl 4 A
Traar & @1 € ¥, Fe A T g N

A G921 3% A, 37 AB Hen T |
A € #E 6, =, § ARl §

7 g9 qEER &, A AE 0 A B A
ArgAT £ #41 § H, Us 8 9 & 4
7 qH T O &, STEl AT @i o
A € @ g W, 99 g8 e g N
AT £ #1 & W, I ATE N
HrEAT £ @91 & H, %9 T g g 6

A g faedr w1, 71 B T A

HTEAT TEdT £ H, 69 %eT Jeen & H
9 g3 e foen &, g g a9 R A



39

FR o 3% U W T fermn g
9% e # ¥ T A g

71 & g B & e, & T
Fm & W AW F;i g = A gA;

TR & T 3% A g%
% Pl § &M a8 99 ddr g

TEAH ¥ q WY A & aE e
e A A g ATl g

wa TRRAT & S T a1 |
2791 & g &1 g6l T TS g3

A g7 oW & JHEA & g
T gAaT § a9 TEar o & g

Tggrd 55



56 Tearq

40

O 2 B @A Fl, o A 7
T A g5 0 & F1, e & E

e 7 % g faeEn, e as #4bi aae B
AHE U I @ @, Tard A g

T FA AT 9, HB AT e M
i &1 2@ 39 F, fhard 4 |

FAA T W T G, ara e ¥ g f R
a1 @1 A e 39 FI, e A F |



41

rar fre @t ard &1 3 |
T T = gdl 3 |

FE FORT g, ST T 4
g F1 Raea d @ 3 |

a@ﬁﬁaﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁzﬁﬁ
g @ q, drg, & 3 |

o1 ey Tl g3 Al gi
ar =i fer g & @ 3 |

o e § &1 T, Sl A "l T
Tar g P A H A |

TEgrq 57



58 UeHrH

42

¥ g7 AU FHY A e |
A AE F HET @ BT BT i |

A fae @1 T ARE & a6 IH

AETAE A9F 2T & A0 oA |

% 9oed o 7R ¥ s fen
2z FE =99 faaer 39 AT 2y |
1 724 & Y1 AT B2 A9 I =H
9 TE HUAT T § PyderT 2RE |
. 9% & AW F & 99 gAd & &



43

ﬁ?ﬁéﬁi:ﬂf@fa&ﬁﬁ,aﬁfqmﬁmaﬁm
wﬁzﬁmﬁaﬁﬁa,ﬁﬂwﬁ-mwﬁl

i FE e @ ¥, ¥ g, A Gar el v
s{esa%wgﬁmﬁ,ﬁaha%mm%l
i FF o @, 4 7 T A A B

S5 oo o E A, O A o e A
mﬁmﬁmmﬁ,gﬂﬂﬁ%ww
SN o T T A, ¥ T A ¥ &

ﬁﬁﬂ-ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%,ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁ%l
mﬁﬁrma@rmﬁl,mﬁ?ﬁ%wﬁ%l
ﬁmﬂﬁﬁaﬂ%%‘,ﬁqwﬁmaﬁl

59 o ® aad, e ¥ Aae g @ @@,
S aaT ® a@ar, 3 9w # omn &9
Fi o 4 A g2 A, e s T

q@%%ﬁamﬁﬂ,%ﬁawféﬁrﬁ&wa
ﬁfﬂﬁﬁm@aa,ﬁqwﬁ-mwﬁl

Teard 59



60 TEEH
39 @17 & 39 B, 999 A%d &1 39 T,

WEE % A9 U THd AT, AT § M @ 2 B
F9 AT EM E4 B, O 7 99H § A FH)

T T F@ AR R B, W T 3 o foran B
i &7 B 29 TH L, T F AUH T AT T |
T T 9AT @ 9Er 9|



24
Al § e # A |
Fq 4 AN T TE AT A |

Az s ¥ W, wedH U A g
aE Tedl © el B T @ grar |

Bred? g gUT Y, S 4 A 91 T
T Ta e o, {6 e A

o e U T8, &9 g O 3 T,
AT AT BN aSE, BN HiE e |

T qUIE a9, & dedy ol bl
92 T WG FB T, AN T e |

9 A M, WG ¢ B9 EME dl 6,
e Reas ®a TE, aieAeT e |

TEdrd 61



62 TEHrH

45

TegTee ¥ o W, H®i T WA T
% & €M1 e 91, g9 e 3 T

g A faeed o, A e @

37 H A& B, A & A T
% T9H UF T &9 9 3od fean Tl

FB TN T 91, T A & W& A
T 4l g Iel, HF el g A1

e 7 @1 = zaEa, ® qAe A
TEET FAH @ AW T A T



SIRH

< (i - . e -
N33 orsd=0

ol oot ol e e Aot I e

T 9, HEe &
w4 95 ©

e & Rw o R
e

9 & ar o

T IS
HITT AR AT B
AT T

g T M @

€ AEd B
RS Gl
qgoTE 9 B
T A e
T2 At A & 9

e Al HA B
I & el

. HII B



46

At g @ Re, JE0 g9 J @ @ |
i 2 E U FF H, BIE AT A A € |

T T A FT A, ¥ OH TEE g @l
e drl § A &, S e A A € |

TRl Tl BT 9T # Gol, a8l © 3
e fem dr A gfwn, B ST A e €

1 FrTE &5 7 e, B! Fe A A E

e Feq W T I, d6 Soht &1 aF I
a5 9 T AT, SE G g A @

o1 e agd g7 o, a% [ A o
R ¥ = By oy, gad @l J @ © |

Tgdrd 63



64 TeTH

47

@ § % A1, &2 7 91, 4E B
T § ugd, F&A1 41 A1, e T2 |

FTH g9 FEN AN, T gE T T @ Ao
WIET ATET H AE A1, FERId & qesiel 4v |
T 41 gF1, F UHE, G T

AH A AH H AL, &7 T WE AT 99 gwal |
e & a9@7 A @fed FAT P G FE |
AT GFT J &AM, 8 e |

%7 UE FE B W, T FHI A AT A |
TEA F I TABEA B9, HT AT &Y § Fl |
W% 7 #2% FH & A, a8 TE |

g ¥ ARl & HU, IAH TN E W AT |
dqEd W B g 7 I, A€ T |



48

TH U S A & 9 g
3% ST g3 &9 A gy |

1% 98 %1, & 39S
g & 39 ¥ few 4 e gul

Y AL FeT H, qEH § @
T ¥ & @ A6 I g

@ g AT, F T F BE T
W & § &9 ad gId g
A dag o © Rw § A,
9 T ¥ TN gHd 81|

Tedrd

65



66 TEHTH

49

T Ml a § a9 |
A TS A & aH |

AAT § 29 TS
J9HT AT g & a9 |

T AT @ T 3
A &1 @A gl € ad |
@2 A gl & a9 |

T T A ¥ A |



50

A fed ¥, 9ed 9 #
R & ae G I £ |

FT T AN N9F d99 F
Jad AW Y I @ 2 |

ZU 2@ & aawIs &l
o o5 fmd &9 = B |

A q S W T A I
12T ®hd 8, 38T I § |
21 =21 ard g8d A 8 |

Teard 67



68 TEaH

o1

T8 Pear &% g, T R o1 e |
= WF. 9 TF, T B o e |

T Y @r & Had,
e &9 7 &1 e
2 T AT 27§, W 6T o M |

7 e 91 3% GrE
A9ed T A1 FT e
T FF G 2, W T o e |

A1 e Hal &9 4
T2 7% A 4 BE U, 9 G o1 MR |

T AT T AT B

T A A FD A

FE oA & A7 U, 97 T A1 fwmE |
7% IEE 9 A

T H9q 7 @ 9ew
firem B T gHeT 7, W A A e |



52

AT AT W B, MO SH gaAT|
ZHU g HeTETl, ¥ A &Y g |

T T F SN F g TR,
AR T 9% T 8 ATH DA e |

T a4 maw &, 7 Pi% Te@n @
TTa a9 Ree e 7 e g |

T Gl & W, B FG A § 4
I0d gAd @ TE F, e ge 3% A9

A @Al 4 fopam o, 2949 397 aw% |
97 7% F qeHl W A HB T D |

TEard 69



THIS EBOOK IS DOWNLOADED FROM

SHAAHISHAYARI.COM

LARGEST COLLEGTION OF URDU
SHERS, GHAZALS, NAZMS AND EBOOKS.



70 UEHrH

53

grea an, {67 q31 Fi, A9 AT &
T @gd 3T qE, ¥ o1 T 5 A gU |

ag, TAT A1 ¥ G@EAT AT 8T A B W
HE HIT A B, G A& g |
T 25 399 [UramEd, 9 B A9 & ol
greql TR, @47 &9, WEEl a9 A1 T

¥ g @ T 3% Aaee Al T |

Ay e T A 9 A9 ¥ 3 T
A qAATIH 9 TEd FF w1 T

e a9 T @ U Yeq J 1 o
W& i a1 an wed, S g1 ST g |



54

g & @ ° & R, g wW o F@ml

1 T T e, A e A
= 387 P o 3 & o e W
A S H aoE, AN & AT

T @ A 9T 9T, HAWT 3T T
e ¥ 3wy & e, W 29 AT 4|

TE G A &, ¥ g A W
w A o BIE g, A e AL A

Tegarg 71



10

22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31,
32.
33.

35,
36.
a7.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

45.

47.

5 & R

5

RER2BSI3FALIB28 S S



72 W9

55
i 2 ® BE § e & aed
ST @ AR 9 &TaS a4 Hed

T 24 & 991 oIl & @ B
A WEl 7 AU AEd #JT Hied

T H @ T T TR ™
oI A1 ¥ ZA1 A% 4T Bl

=7 7% & 279 dqaear 2 @

TIEE ¥ 39 W A T

&7 & 97 T EE T E @
T @ & B9 S 1 Hied

7 o1 deIeTd T 39 E
or T FodT a1 & a9 F91 Hed
T # J 9T F7 B g
g9 7§ AE ARG, 1 Bl



56
o @ & anen e, fer gl & ST gu |

3 A & B aEdl B, qedl TEHl &1 gl
B8 A1 T Sl ¥, few dear & SE A |

e i g Tw A %, ghut @A we e
q8T & @F =T 98 ¥, W FRd & A I

A off Reeem TS, Ja I HE A
i I8 = i & F, el o @ e g

ST A e a1 2, A 9 9 & &
o 31 & e, skt @ A e g

Tgqrq

73



74 Ue9W

57

A H FIE T AT 36 |
T FH THE H FS YA 3T TS |

I AT 79, FE 7 Bew @@ o 7%
H1 g BT 85 I & FI9ET 3 5 |

A9S e &5 3F 97 S A 5
A qEEd @eE A ST S A |

™ B4 A9 9 I 6 w9 Rt
AU G A G@U 9 @ e A6 |
o 7 A T AR qGd T 6 g

T TAG 2 F TR W a1 3 TS |

3 A AT H TE ASH &
FE TE Al Bivear & a9 Fem o w79 |

TH T Y 41 AT HEE amad
TG 2T A A, A 7T O TS |

-

7 @1 H7 R & i 9 3 T |



58

qHE HH Tedl Ul Bl T |

o o, fer & Tt gad @ e |
fr Fr @ g B, Rl oW & 4.
a9 Tel HIA & faedl, S o 4 s |
Yo F e, WA Tl WHl ™

T FE g Wl A el & S |
A AT W o1 B F TN
Faghen By, T a8 @ 3 |

U § W g7 & A & S
T =S SAT &7El, §% T8 Al A |

A 97 S IS A 3 e

g o e &, a3 |
aﬁﬂ@qﬁwémé‘w:ﬂﬂﬁ,
Sl o e @, g o S |

qEwE AT e, § A am o e,
Bie TE & Wl &bt o ge & A |

e ¥o & a1 T, d gD T
A gfrn § 4 &, A B oS |

Teqrd

75



76 UeHld

59

foret & O @, %2 59 %9 7 B3|
% fored @fed, 3B & [ 3 ol |

FM A, #1991, [Ed arer a7 @l

qE HY, T THI, Tl T2 B |

AMG E ErE #a, Al gEee @
9 FT FAHT 9T TEA o & A |

% Y79 79 FHEA 4 @ 7%, HF A A
ALEE T qEGWH, ¢ g a1 &1 B |

HA FT ANG =94 92 M9 41 By |
# E WA HE FF FP & e 5
STl § A A A gs T |



60

Ja A WG AN aH HH E |
aE g% ¥ AW W, 99 H6 € |

JEAr & T e T w o
Fodl @1 e s R a9 @ B

e % A, %7 § Ted A,
= fe S Wy gRr a9 F 2

Brel A §%hM ol § 39 &l U,
T § &7 Wil AN 99 Bl E |

Tt o1 B g o TeEe e
TR W1 AW JHE I H € |

3a a% A1 &7 A1, 9 T ¥ fae F,

Tgqrg 77



78 UeHH

61

g & T F g 3 gE A TW & A
%o A Iee, HTET AT, g UH el & A |

™ 7€ F A T B 9% AT I8 B4 & |

FAAAT ¥, IAAA A HT Tb T G DA &
21 qFHA1 & HY @ &I, A1 A T &9 8|

A HAT T T &, B a=l F gel at o0

a5 & e, WA 39, 39 Wl 34 & |

W& H o A S gl d FH A TR
=E AEN 7F HTA 94, 7T Hed GaT A o |



62
ﬁ_ﬁqma%wu@aﬂn@
AN AT & 29 3 R B U TS
Tagid § Y ¥ 9ie W &

i 3% g gR, aE ST T |

T T gaen oA & A ge T
g @ S A T U% S q O |

A T BT U B g Al § g
&l T A1E 3T, T I § &L TS |

Yo% <m fhd B guEhia 39 WY
u% R @ FI0T A g A & TR

FI1 deq AT & A\ gad &l A g
T 387 E gl 3 & UaHS |

27 BlEd & H9d & J i AR
FTE AT 2T H gedl 'Y T S |

Tgdrg 79



80 TeHIH

63

ar g, § o, giedr 41, Bifed 39 9| @ |
qedl Tedl T o, iy 37 a @i |
TH 29 974 [add, A2 &6 56 gad
2 geeaq o Z&T A, BifEd 39 4 & |

AeH, A AH @], T a% B T6l A
TEA F 92 T, Bied 39 9 @i |

{7 arél fpem O, 81 Tl 39R SEET
TH AT 294 B 4T, BifEd 39 9 @ |
AW 91 AT 91, geied 3§ aEar
T T IEE F o1, ©isd 39 9 @ |
FEad & T8 41, 9 Mol s
g AT A1, a1 HA1 o1, Sid 39 9. @) |
TG A1 HA Tal, a1 HT AT 49
TF IFH, @ U @1, Bied 37 a @ |



64

Zea fedi @1 iR sfeast & 39 |
HED 3% Aadl 7 3fecdet © o1 |

arEET 1 7 M9 B9, a9 S o9 O T o,
T WE el AT WO, 98| a9 A7 q@ed

g W & gAIE, e B e |
A %a Gak =4 I 7 ¢ Ale® oAl A

I WA el &, ™ e a9 sy

a1 g A T g, Sfede § 3 |

A § e 7% W, @1 98 3§ A
71 T A GA 9ed, & A ] |

AT T BT AW 9N, Sfede & 39 |
1 A Sl gwael o1, A9 ARl {6 o

AN FHENT 9 T, BD Tl A1 B "l A1
g7 q 8 A W, faar 3 |

T @ fedvd wEiEE, TEEm e v,

Tgqrg 81



- 48.
49.
50.
51.
52,
53.

a5,
56.
57. «
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

3% AT A

U% el Al © 99
T Fed ® g9ed o

fpr o framT
T HH b A
I 37TAT HEl
qTS B AT R/
T B
AT

ST B AT
el & an &%
9 BHH
&4 &

Rele i
Bifsd 30 a1 @l
o § o

T wer fvar &
i @ B



82 TWHH

TR & g, e § e |
i AT E Fi T4 #A, W9 ™ 7 W,

7 T5 A 4 e, a9 4% (BT el 2
Y I 99 TR, ZedAl § AT |



65
ST B, T 3 3, R H a7l |
T, f6 ¥ g amaer, T A 3T

i Fab AT MY, A TR
T UH AN, 39 9B {3

aifo g3 e & % Poewa § smos
9 HM T & AW, Y& A H W |

FiBT FHN A & H T Y I
¥ yEfed W 0% Tad q0H 3

¥ T ol B A% o, G 8 Al
919 ¥ g 9 a7, 39 20§ 3|

Jaad, d998 ¥, T AT9H G
mierg 7 e & omw § o |

Tgard 83



84 TEHH

66

3 78y, foar #E, @ I T Y A
S B¢, dH-AAwD, 9 © FO A |
a1 e, HeS A9, A FHB a4

T, g7 o &, i d H A9 H |

e FB AT F A, g3HT BB A9 A

7 g3 ey R 4, 4 el B e |



67

A QT S A B, AW [T |
AT A, O99 AT TN B, A T & |

231 U, JEH FEl, FAES qel §

T W, G F @ E, A6 |
Wﬁ,wm,aﬁw-ﬁi
=% AT, F qe 8, AN 67 i |

o 7 R, 9 9 %, A T

Fefora o, goard far 9 S A @
B I &, & I B, A T a4 |

512, g%, o A, 1, 37 22 Reei @
T e RBE 1 oen ¥, A e i

Teqrd 85



86 TEHIH

68

7 g7 91 AT gF @, #i @l € |
FUAT T AL 9T T @1, & A 2

AT 5T O g T& 2, A& @ g |

A & 2, i T [, g A E

=g Fa 41, JET 7 7, qﬁﬁaﬁr
THT 3. & FHad B, F1 AqTE

T ATAHA A7 F 9 4 9T
FM1 % 99, 99 3F U4 31, 3 AT B

A1z § 7 TEh A=, A6 gha @ v
T AW & U9 g9 @1, Fb @ g |



69

2 A1 G o O 3 Ied § @ |

ar % off, @ g, 9 Ied § |
Tl g5 0 A a@ a0 § R,
AL S e, I g8 2 @
a6, fen T B wwe 5)

Taee e T a1 R ged ¥ e
=% 9T Al AEEE o1 T e
=9 Rl & @ 91 F gd § @
%5 4 ¥ 6 &1 T A @ A,
&4 & g B 7 8, Iod & |

T HT b HIA & Nydl 4 5B TN
AT 6 FB FAE T IS § @

T P 7@ g T g9 9ed § @ |

9% dg7 @ fae R A @l A
=% AT 7 WA 0 IO & @

Teard 87



88 TeHH

70

AT F9T AT SEnET & @6
AT FIT T T T B 6 |

Fi 9o 2 6 I & Rm gy R
&7 AR AE TAT ANET & A9 |
ATHT AT WY A1 O =, oA &
7T A% T © 99 SHEET BT A6 |

T
MmA
A4 E qAG 5 T ge ot e ¥ o

21 ZA1 A1 %7 33 HB FHT AT T |

gaT 7 WE AEY AMH T e s
ERET 27 99T § I T 2T a8 |



U & Uh G § T Adhg dit
gl 4 el (@) =as & Sty
e fasafdemea & o @1 | 59 1966
# 2010 T% I WIHT T HTHUH &5
(BARC.) §a% ¥ dIsia & =9 ¥ fait=
qaf%m’fq'(amfza @,Wg@ﬁ
bt s Ll W%M&T(zom 2010), 3T TRRTEF
Em( % Associate Director (2005-2010) | I8+ 1975 ¥ gaﬁ
 Rrvafteerm & figadl e @

Fearighy avar &9 2012 § 5% A6 WMl T FUE g8 d
T T Gl d R Ol Uogay SEgel @ seme
frgea fopar man, B9 ST W& W 3 sTeTEe Sl e e
T ¥ | 30 T BB A IS TeHE § S9! i SueieAl
i R o o€ 1004 § oMW SR HE AEA @ Gl
fraffee fear mar | gdw, sifier, SOE g @iftEn § &3 an
MM 3 H GIHI I© I g3 | I I =T F©A H
T qgd A § @ @W%@maﬁmﬁnwcﬁ
g;aﬁmn W@W ‘Tore’ 2004 ¥ GBI &1 FA
¥ ‘teAE @ TEU YA © |



Preface

Gazal, as a form of poetry in Urdu, has a unique place in literature,
unparalleled in any other language, since it provides a medium
to express thoughts in verses, which may or may not have the
same theme running in different couplets in a single poem.
Composing a gazal is an emotional experience. It also provides
a window to the mood of the writer, at the time of writing. Gazal
evolved about two hundred years ago, and gained immense
popularity rather quickly amongst the elite, thanks to the genius
of Meer, Daag, Zaugq, Ghalib, and many other pioneers, who took
it to great heights during the nineteenth century.

There was a danger of a decline in the appreciation of gazal
among masses in India after it became independent, because
Urdu as a medium of instruction was phased out in most northern
states towards the end of fifties, and replaced by Hindi. Though,
most people of my generation had a good familiarity with spoken
Urdu by elders, we grew with no formal education in Urdu
language in Persian script. It always remained a regret that I
could not learn to write in Urdu, though I can read it with some
effort. Fortunately, the first two decades after independence saw
Hindi films attaining a peak of popularity, primarily due to the
high lyrical content of the songs in them. Lyricists like Sahir,
Mazrooh, Kaifi, and many others took this opportunity to keep
Urdu poetry not only alive, but make it perhaps the only kind
of poetry with mass appeal in post-independence India. Among
many examples, one could mention the Hindi film Gumrah released
in 1961, in which the lyrical quality of songs like chalo ek baar,
penned by the incomparable Sahir Ludhianvi, proved that it was
indeed possible to use Hindi films as a medium to propagate
Urdu poetry among masses without compromising in quality.
The richness of dialogues in chaste Urdu in many a film such
as Mughal-e-Azam also helped in this direction. My generation



