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“In 1878 A.D, the first instalment of Fasaina-i-Azad
appeared in the columns of the Oudh Akhbar and it
took the Urdu reading World by Storm. It almost
killed people with suspense, such was the interest
excited by the story.’’!

1. A History of English Literature : by Dr, Ram Babu
Saxena, Allahabad, Ram Narain Lal publisher and
Boolseller, 1940, p. 328.
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““The plot of the story is very simple and by itself
extremely uninteresting ; but we read through more
than 2,500 closely printed pages of it with eager and
unabated interest bzcause of the artistic embellishments
with which the author clothes it—a style free and easy,
fresh, illustrative, natural and vivid ; delicate touches
of humour, brilliant flashes of wit, racy Jokes and
telling repartees, inconceivable fooleries and drolleries
and are inexhaustible fertility of laughter, Azad the
hero of the story is a young man of fortune, a perfect
man of the world, very handsome, very enlightened,
knowing several languages, a sollier and a wit, a poet
and a lover, a conversationalist falling in love with
several women, He can adorn the highest society but
is at the same time easily at home with a Bhatyari girl
for purposes of his own and again you find him
admitted into the harems. Accidentally he falls in love
with a beautiful lady of fortune-Husn Ara, is smitten
with her charms and in a moment is head over ears in
love with her. He pays his court to her, after some
time is accopted, obtains from her the promise of
marriage on the condition of his proceeding to Turkey
to join the sultan’s army and fight against the Russians.
Azad obeys the command of his lady-love, fights the
Russians, returns Victorious and wins the glorious
reward for which he has dared and suffered so much,
This is the main story and it is as thin and insipid &
story as has emanated from the brain of man. But
read it as it is narrated by Ratan Nath Dar, a regular
picture gallery as he has made of it the variegated hues
of art with which he has painted it, the irresistible
witchery of words with which he has clothed it, the
wealth of imagination which he has lavished upon it,
the bustle and animation with which  he has imparted
to a hundred scenes and you perceive half-believing,
half-doubt your senses. a rich and gorgeous vision



1A9

rising up before you as prospero waved his magic
wand."'1
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*“Fisana-i-Azad is not to be read for symmetry of plot
or sustained evolution of characters or gradual develop-
ment of story, The story merely serves as a peg to
hang a thousand and one incidents. It is best in its
isolated pictures, in the incidental outbursts of wit and
humour, in its amusing characters in the flashes of
sparkling bon mots and brilliant retorts. Like the
povels of Dumas the interest cantres in conversatibnal
‘rather than descriptive portions of the story, Ratan
Nath is a master of dialogues he delineates the charac-
ters not with a lengthy and tedious description of things
but by characteristic and piquant conversation,”’?

I ooptlaaysl o W pE o ) cadn o jlte om 31T Wil
L o S e S L5 B B S 2 5 s e
oy SOkt Okale sl Olyst (§a il I 3K omcns Wiles
S o9l oy 21,5 pule 5 32080 On wplos £ b Wild e
23 52 16T WGe San Ul o Ul I 32680 )56 w8 o AW s
el e ol Odaze Lyl oo Ml 5T el 35650 e Aaqli 557
M35 wal ow el 812 Nostalgia 5 o« o5 w w3 Srms2
1. A History of Urdu Literature, by Dr. Ram Babu
Saxena, p, 328.
2. Ibid, p. 329,
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‘“‘Ratan Nath is a great artist in painting his characters.
His pictures of rakes and libertines, indolent nawabs
and intriguing abigails are clever. His characters
however are mostly caricatures and not drawn exactly
to real life. He was not a good portrait painter, but
he was a consummate caricaturist. With in the narrow
limits of his own sphere, he was a compound of
Dickens and Thackeray. In high and low life, he
could seize upon the odd points of a man’s character
and draw out of them an inex hustible find of laughter.
In looking at these characters you do not imagine
whether they are possible ; it is enough that they make
you laugh.’'!
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1. A History of Urdu Literature : Dr. Ram Babu Saxcna,
p. 331.
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‘“‘Ratan Nath would always be remembered for the
creation of the ever-amusing Khoji, the companion of
Azad. He is an unique character in the whole range
of Urdu literature and is the most original and wonder-
ful creation of humorous art. Khoji the old fool, the
faithful friend of Azad, the ridiculous prig, the
impudent bully, the foppish idiot, the shameless rake,
the swaggering rascal, a bundle of weakness physical
as well as intellectural, a pigmy unconscious of his
dwarfishness, always boasting of his past deeds of
valour which are any thing but real exciting ridicule



(L]

and laughter at his own expense where ever he goes and
deeming the world somehow or other intentionally
shutting its eye to his excellences. His drolleries, his
whimsicalities, his devotion to Azad, his brandishing
of his short sword, his oaths, his gasconades to hide
his natural cowardice all endear his to his readers. His
terms of expressions and mannerisms have borne the
hall-mark of pubble approbation and are current coin
in Urdu.’"*
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1. A History of Urdu Literature, by Dr. Ram Babu
Saxena, p. 331.
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