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PREFACE.

THE present is the twelfth volume to be published of the Catalogue
of Arabic and Persian MSS. in the Oriental Public Library at
"Bankipore. It contains notices of 174 Arabic MSS.; the first one
hundred and sixty-six belonging to the important section, Biography.
This section comprises a considerable number of very rare and some
unique works, including several early and exceedingly valuable 7'abagdt
and Tadkirah of traditionists, jurists, saints, poets.and other scholars.
The remaining eight MSS. are arranged under the headings Cosmo-
graphy, Geography, and Topography.

The compiler of this volume, Maulavi Muinuddin Nadwi, was
engaged in the compilation of a work of a similar nature for the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta, until two years ago, when his
services were secured as an additional cataloguer of our MSS.

As one possessing a sound knowledge of the Arabic language.
a scholarly instinct, and exceptional keenness for research, he had no
difficulty in bringing to his new task the same standard of scholarship
shown in the already published volumes of his two colleagues.

Several of the MSS. described in this volume are defective and
incomplete, some being without titles and authors’ names; others
comtaining wrong and misleading endorsements. The cataloguer has
spared no pains to ascertain the true facts, and to collect all the
information possible to obtain from the original sources available to
him. He has been successful in identifying works and their authors,
the periods in which they flourished, and the circumstances in whith
they wrote their works. He has enriched the notices of many MSS.
by adding useful and interesting information of great biographical
and hibliographical value, and he has shown exceptional intelligence
in the decipherment of the many ugly and carelessly written notes with
which the MSS. abound ; in ascertaining the scholars who studied from
our copies, and the Kings, Amirs and other eminent persons to whom
they once belonged.

Special attention may be drawn to the following rare and old
manuscripts described in the volume :—






